Whatever is good enough for the apostles is good enough for me.

When the Apostles lived and wrote, there was no New Testament and no finalized Old Testament.
Jews didn’t decide on a canon book until after the rise of Christianity.

When apostles lived and wrote, no new testament and no finalized old testament.

Term scripture used in the Bible less defined than what most protestants think.

St. Athanasius gave the listing for the first time of the New Testament in his Paschal letter in A.D.367. (over 300 years and no bible!!!)
Relied on oral tradition, eye-witness accounts, various books and letters floating around at the time. 

After Christ ascended to heaven we no longer had him physically to guide us. In order to be guided Christ sent the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit guided the apostles in writing the Gospels.
Apostles thought world would end soon so didn’t concern themselves with writing a bible but preparing for the end.

Heratics arose when there was no cannon scripture:

Marcion: Wanted church reject it’s jewish heratige, and dispensed of old testament completely.  Canon included only one gospel, which he himself edited, and ten of Paul's epistles. This was first attempt at New Testament.

Documents of non-Apostolic origin began to circulate, persecution of Roman Empire.

Didn’t have a king james version in every home, most people illiterate, copy long and hard, only had selected books spread out everywhere.

The bible has the goslpel according to matthew, mark, luke and john.

Other gospels according to the Hebrews, the egyptions, the gospel according to peter were floating around during the apostles time even.

Luke talks about these epistles: “    1: Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things which have been accomplished among us,” Luke 1:1.

Matthew and Mark were only two canonical gospels at time of Luke’s writing.

There were many cannons accepted in many areas of the world. Even St. Irenios, Martyred Bishop of Lyons, included Revelation of Peter in his Canon.

East rejected Revelations until the 10th century and to this day don’t include in their liturgy. Among

Eastern authorities who rejected this book were Dionysius of Alexandria (third century),

Eusebius (third century), Cyril of Jerusalem (fourth century), the Council of Laodicea

(fourth century), John Chrysostom (fourth century), Theodore of Mopsuesta (fourth

century), and Theodoret (fifth century). In addition, the original Syriac and Armenian

versions of the New Testament omitted this book.
West rejected Gospel of John in response to Gnostic heresy.

West didn’t like book of Hebrews and only agreed to have in canon if East agreed to put Revalations of John in canon.

How does a community survive in these conditions??????????
Paul regards the scriptures as being inspired (2 Timothy 3:16)

The councils sought to proclaim the common mind of

the Church and to reflect the unanimity of faith, practice, and tradition as it already existed

in the local churches represented. Many councils of which the following were the most prominent.:

(1) The Council of Laodicea met in Asia Minor about A.D. 363.
(2) The third Council of Carthage met in North Africa about A.D. 397.
What does all this imply:

1. Bible not decided by people studying in isolation.

2. Bible written and compiled by human beings cooperating with God.
 (1) "Now you are

the body of Christ, and members individually" (1 Corinthians 12:27; compare Romans

12:5). 

(2) "He [Christ] is the head of the body, the church" (Colossians 1:18). (3) "And He

[the Father] put all things under His [the Son's] feet, and gave Him to be head overall

things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all" (Ephesians

1:22, 23).
1 Timothy 3:15: But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

THE APOSTLE DOES NOT SAY THAT THE NEW TESTAMENT IS THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH BUT THE CHURCH!!!! 

The Bible is meant to be

read and understood by the illumination of God's Holy Spirit within the life of the Church.
(
When He, the

Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own

authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come" (John 16:13)
(
"I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail

against it" (Matthew 16:18).
The Holy Spirit within the Church teaches us, and His teaching

complements Scripture.

How foolish to believe that God's full illumination ceased after the

New Testament books were written and did not resume until the Protestant Reformation in

the sixteenth century, or-to take this argument to its logical conclusion-until the very

moment when 1, myself, started reading the Bible.
Protestants should read church history to find out what happened after the 28th chapter of Acts.

Early Christians made no distinctin between church and bible.

From St. John Maximovich

The spirit is to the body what Christ is to the Church. Can’t see spirit and can’t see Christ but only through their bodies.

The body was to have been an instrument of the spirit, subject to God, for through it the human spirit manifests itself in the material world. The spirit reveals its properties and qualities through the body and its separate members which God gave it, as to His own image, because the body as a manifestation of the image of God both is called and very truly is "our beauty created in the image of God"

