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Life, Appreciation, and what Comes and Goes


South American writing has and will continue to exemplify the blending of native and traditional values of the region and the writers’ personal experiences.  The works of Octavio Paz, Pablo Neruda, and Gabriel Garcia Marquez envelope the essence of their cultures’ lives as portrayed in La Calle “The Street”, Oda A Los Calcetines “Ode to My Socks”, and Un Señor muy Viejo con Unas Alas Enormes “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings”.


Octavio Paz was born in Mexico City, growing up he was engulfed in a political lifestyle and the controversies surrounding it.  His poem, La Calle, reveals the mentality of Mexican society during the time of alleged reform and revolution. “The Street” as the title implies is, about what it was like to live in the streets of Mexico.  By choosing words like “blackness”, “doorless”, and “nobody”, the mood of the poem helps in depicting the feeling in that time of social discomfort, dissatisfaction, uncertainty, and emptiness (Paz 1130). The character that we follow throughout the poem could be any individual of society, and by those means also be nobody. In the poem the character follows the footsteps of an unknown entity and is coincidentally followed by another “nobody”(Paz).  The attitude in this time is that society was walking blindly, following nobody, who was also following nobody in a society that apparently had no leader. The eighth line “Everything dark and doorless,” illustrates the inability to change even if the individual wanted to. With poverty, inconsistency, and government confusion a part of everyone’s lives, society was held from progress in this dark and empty path without escape.


Pablo Neruda was born in Parral, Chile in 1904. His poetry is marked by love, passion, and appreciation for all things in life. Neruda had a passion for writing since his youth, but the events in his life as he traveled the world inspired him to write about how much we should appreciate life and all the things it has to offer. Oda A Los Calcetines, is one of Neruda’s many examples of appreciation and detail. “Maru Mori brought me a pair of socks”, is one of the many events that could happen in one’s life(Neruda 1126). Acts such as this are greatly appreciated, and Neruda is in hopes that humanity would also be more appreciative of the little things in life that make our hearts a little warmer, which includes our feet.  Neruda’s appreciation is so elaborated, that it makes the reader feel as if they were pulled into salvation from the troubles of life.  The detail in the poem extends on the appreciation. The very fact that Neruda has written such an elaborate account of this gift implies his wishes to appreciate all.  The lines that read, “beauty is twice beauty and what is good is doubly good,” reemphasize his theme that appreciation yields its rewards every time you decide to recognize these acts(Neruda 1128). One may question how someone has grown to become so appreciative. It is this writers belief that with all the travels in Neruda’s life, the losses incurred led him to appreciate the here and now. Losses to Neruda include his mother who died at an early age, friends he encountered in his travels, and even his murdered friend Federico Garcia Lorca.

Historical and social aspects of his Colombian culture influence Gabriel Garcia Marquez writing. In “A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings”, Marquez takes Magical Realism to exaggerate and explain society at work during his life.  The neighbor woman is an excellent example of how the surrealism in the story, reflects culture. “They called in a neighbor woman who knew everything about life and death”, this statement undoubtedly is surreal, while most readers would regard this as impossible, it is in fact an exaggeration of the ‘town-know-it-all’ and whom people blatantly choose to believe. The story also has roots into exploitation of people and events, the advent of opportunist. While initially confused and unsure, Pelayo and Elisenda, realized that the angel was a money-making opportunity, and resorted to its monetary benefit. This story can also be juxtaposed with Kafka’s The Metamorphosis, in which a surreal event triggers relief in the family dealing with the burden. There’s also similarity in how the loss of the surreal subject does not create dissatisfaction but an even greater relief. Society in Marquez’s time, as with any other society is filled with opportunist, who are depicted in the story. Religion also plays an important role in the development of the story.

