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Dennison, E/HIST 102

“Changes in Religion, Population and knowledge Create Changes in Leadership and Kings”
1. In what ways political and religious authorities attempted to consolidate and justify their powers.

2. How did ruling powers reorganize and reinforce institutions and relations to strengthen their positions. 

3. How successful were they in their endeavors and what challenges did they face

4. What do these attempts to centralize power tell us about the political transformations in early modern European society and the perceived need to create absolutist rule
5. Ultimately what does this tell us about early modern Europeans?

Early modern Europeans were accustomed to religious wars and reformations. It was a politically charged time where the people were vulnerable and the leaders were controlling. It was a time of great disorder. But with the passing of the fifteenth century, men began to think differently. Intellectual beings pushed the boundaries of modern time. And with all this came the need for power. However, disorder still prevailed. 
It was a time when water was in demand. Everyone needed it for drinking as well as to receive and send goods to other parts of the region. The Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea were the main bodies of water where control was sought after. 

Political change occurred throughout the centuries. Power was everything. It was about great politics because land and resources were received when becoming a leader. To achieve great power status, leaders would fight rivals to obtain their land, population, and everything that came with it. 
Roman Catholics dominated three quarters of the area. Even after they were challenged by Protestants, they still remained most dominant on the inlet mainland. 

 “Ivan III was the first Muscovite prince to claim an imperial title, referring to himself as tsar… After the fall of the Byzantine Empire, the tsar was the Russian Orthodox church’s only defender of the faith against Islam and Catholicism.” ¹ Russian Moscow then became known as the “Third Rome,” coming after Rome and Constantinople. This opened the eyes of others in discovering the Orthodox religion; An example of a political and religious authority attempting to consolidate and justify their powers by defending faith publicly.
In the fifteenth century expansion, Europeans were reaping great wealth from the Americas. But governments were spending more than they were bringing in. “Under Matthias Corvinus, the Hungarian king who briefly united the Bohemian and Hungarian Crowns, a central-eastern European empire seemed to be emerging.”² But Hungarian magistrates, (constitutional supporters) ended his empire by refusing to recognize his son’s right to the throne. This because the people had become knowledgeable and interested in the life their king could provide them. They were becoming more independent, women as well as men, and so the best interests of the commune became the interest of its people.
After being married, Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand of Aragon took the first measures in creating an integrated Spain from two medieval kingdoms. In doing so, they became keepers of their cities befriending its occupiers and restricting powers of the nobles as well as relying on the militia to enforce the laws. The people appreciated the normality of their leadership. They felt there was an understanding between them and their government. The people felt they had a say in things and with this drastic change, constitutionalism emerged.

“Pope Alexander VI bestowed the title “Catholic monarchs” on Isabella and Ferdinand, ringing in a new era in which militant Catholicism became an instrument of state authority and shaped the national consciousness.” ³
The Medici came in and out of power between 1478 and 1530 but declared themselves dukes of Florence at that time. It is important to remember that rulers as well as the land they ruled were changing all the time. “In 1525, the troops of Emperor Charles V crushed the French army at Pavia, Italy and captured the French king Francis I. In 1527, Charles’s troops invaded and then pillaged Rome to punish the pope for allying with the French.” (4) 
France was fed up with Charles V and created an alliance with the Turkish sultan to put forth efforts to demolish the European ruler. To much avail the French king admitted defeat in 1559 and signed the Peace treaty of Cateau-Cambresis. Though peace ensued, the war had drained the treasuries.  But a treaty was the only answer for a king who wanted to remain in power. The only other option would have been to succumb to the European army.
“Confronted by war… and turbulence in the cities, Europe’s ruling classes grasped the reigns of power ever more tightly, creating more centralized and institutional states” (5)

Henry IV was a tolerant man of many religions. A prime example was in 1598 when he included the Huguenots in his toleration. Roughly 1.25 million of them by law were protected within their kingdom of 20 million. (6) Though there was an increased appreciation for his efforts, the Huguenots were a small minority suppressed by the country at large. There was not enough support for his actions to keep him king.
In 1648 France ended its thirty year war and began takeover of Progue and Bohemia. Bohemian Protestant nobles feared that Protestant communities would be suppressed by new Catholic leaders. Also during this time Sweden, France and Spain all wanted the German land of the Holy Roman Empire. France saw Spain as a rival and negotiated an alliance with Sweden to bring Spain down. About 350 communes in the German area were ruled by different kings. This created conflict with currency and tolls; Not to mention confusion and corruption in the land. 
“…The cynical manipulation of religious issues by both catholic and protestant leaders showed that political interests eventually outweighed those of religion.” (7) 
Ultimately, land and power were the goals of the religious wars. Religion had nothing to do with it. Religion was something to place blame on, something that could easily be supported by God’s wishes and intentions. True religious acceptance and tolerance would not come for centuries.
Prussia became a military power-house with the help of Austria and Russia by completely demolishing Poland. Then in the 1870’s, Prussia began a German unity. Italy unified at this time as well. 
During the 17th century, political interests were dethroning the primary of religion. The transformation was about creating order out of disorder between political and religious authorities, court and local politics, and the role of the magistrate. 
During this time, leaders and people in general would identify themselves by what they consumed and that showed where they belonged in the world. Over consumption showed status. 
From 1643 to 1715 Louis XIV ruled in France in an absolutist society. This created a disciplined, orderly civilization. Louis declared himself without equal. The ruler embodied the state; he was a unifier. The king personified a positive state. 
The idea of absolutism meant that there could be only one source of power and that any opposition must be destroyed and brought before noble authority.  Everyone should please and obey their ruler. This caused women as well as men to feel emasculated. But it meant there was one king, one law, and one faith, and the territorial gains created the empire. 
       At this point, leaders were all about money, power, and greed. But in the process of maintaining a country many had realized that a successful country was a happy country, because not too many really enjoyed the centuries of continuous battle and disease. If kings were able to successfully lead a country to better times, they would be in power longer and their country would reap greater wealth. 
        “…for when the distemper was at its height, it generally made them raving and delirious and when they were so, they would never be persuaded to keep in their beds but by force; and many who were not tied threw themselves out of windows when they found they could not get leave to go out of their doors.” (8)
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